construction of & railroad from Montcomery, Alsbams, to
Peusacols, Florida.

By Mr. SKELTOY : A bill for the establishment of an
agricultural buresu.

Also, a bill to provide for the sale and settlement of the
public lands,

Also, a bill for the relief of Elizabeth Long.

By Mr. LATHAM : A bill to grant c-.rufn privileges
to the trusiees of the University of the Pacifio, situated
in the county of Santa Clara, in the State of California.

By Mr. PHILLIPS: A bill to grant alternate sections of
the public lands w aid in the construction of a railroad
from XMobile to New Orleans,

By Mr. WELLS : A bill for a grant of the public lands
to wid in the construction of a railroad from Lake Win-
nebago, in Wisconsin, to Lake Buperior, in Michigan.

By Mr. LYON : A bill for the establishment of a na-
tional agricultural collegs and experimental farm,

By Mr. ABERCROMBIE: A bill asking s graut of pub-
lic lawd to aid in the construction of a railrosad from Gi-
rard, Alabama, to Mobile,.

AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES,
Mr. CLINGMAN gave notice of a motion to abolish as
-much of the existing rules ns provide for the calling of
the States for petitions. Also, of & motion to provide for
changing the rules so as to call the States for resolutions
instead of petitions,

Senate bill to indemnify the State of Indiana for the
failure of title to u township of land granted to said State
on her admission into the Union in 1816 was next taken
up, and read twice, 4

Mr. DUNHAM explained the provisions of the bill, and

"moved that it now be put on its passage.

Considerable debate ensued ; when—

On motion of Mr, MILLSON, the bill was committed to
the Committee of the Whole.

CHAPLAIN TO THE HOUSE,

On motion of Mr. FLORENCE, the House then pro-
ceeded to the election of a Chsfln'm for the present ses-
sion ; and nominations being called for many were made,

Messrs. Exorisa, CurLow, Hamms, of Indiana, and
Marreson having been appointed tellers, the vote was
taken, with the following result ;

For Rev. Mr. Tustin, 58; Rev. W. H. Milburn, 66 ;
Bev. T. C. Teasdale, 35; Rev. C. D. Westbrook, 14:
Rev. A, Holmead, 14; Rev. John W. Jackson, 11; Rev.
Wm. Chapin, 5; Rev. Mr. Beecher, 2: Rev. Mr. Hos.
mer, 2; Rev. Mr, Hodges, 2; Rev. Mr. Hutchinson, 1;
Rev. Mr. Donelly, 1; Miss Antoinette Brown, 1. Total,
200. Neocessary to a choice 101.

There being no election, a second ballot was had, with
the following result:

For Mr. Milburd, 117 ; Mr. Teasdale, 22 ; Mr. Tustin,
56; Mr. Holmend, 4; Mr. Jackson, 1; Miss Antoinette
Brown, 1. Total, 200. Necessary to a choice 101.

Mr. MiLsvry, having received & majority of the whole
number of votes cast, was declared duly elected Chap-
lsin for the present session.

The House then adjourned.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1853.

IN SENATE.

_ Mr. JONES, of Towa, moved that when the Senate ad-
Journ it adjourn to meet on Monday next. That step
he cousidered was called for as well to enable them to
prepare for the arrangement of the standing committees
8s to secure suitable and agreeable locations for their re-
sidences during the coming winter.

The motion was agreed to.

DEATH OF VICE PRESIDENT KING.

Mr. HUNTER. Bince the adjournment of the last
Congress an event has oceurred which it becomes us to
notice. The American people have lost a Vice President,
and the Senate a Presiding Officer, by the death of Wy,
R. King, who departed this life on the 18th of April Jast,
at his home in the State of Alabama. I rise to ask that
We may pause for u day at least in our deliberations wpon
the affairs of life to devote it to the memory of one who
was bound to us by so many personal and official ties.
Burely, sir, there are none within the limits of this wide-
spread Confederacy, to whom the life and services of
Wm. R. King are known, who would mot be ready with
sotae offering, either of public respect or personal affec-
tion, to bestow upon his tomb. There have been few
‘E:Ihlic men whose lives have been as long and as sctive as

is who have made more friends, and none, I am sure,
ever left fewer enemies. Nor was his one of those cold
aud impassive characters which shed their light without
Leat, but its kindly influences fell with genial and friend-
ly warmth within whatever circle he might move.

It is & bappy thing for a country when the lives of its
public men may be thrown freely open to the world and
challenge its closest serutiny, with a consciousness on the
part of the friendly critie that there is no blot to be con-
cealed, and no glaring fault which a love of truth forbids
him to deny snd his own sense of right scarcely allows
bim te palliste. Here, at least, isa pablic man in whose

uate, the chair of the President of the Senate be shrouded
with black ; and, as a further testimony of respeet to
wory ¢f the decensed, the members of the Senate
fourning by wearing crape on their loft arm for

Ordered, That the Becretary of the Senste communicats
this resolution to the House of Representatives,

Mr, EVERETT. Mr. President, | have been request-
ed to second the motion which has just been made by the
Senator from Virginia. I do so with great cheerfulness.
It was my m fortune to enjoy the acquaintunce of the
Iate” Vioe ident—I hope even some portion of his
friendly regurd—for a longer period probably than most
of those within the sound of my voice—a period of near!
thirty years. Such being the case, I feel asif I ought
not to remain silent at this last moment, when our rels-
tions to him ad members of this Senate are, by the per-
formance of this day’s melancholy duty, about to be clos-
ed forever.

There is an ancient maxim, sir, foun}ad ot once in jus-
tice and right feeling, which bids us * ssy nothing but
what is good of the dead.” 1 can obey this rule, in re-
ference to the late Vice President, without violating the
most serupulous dictates of sincerity. I can say nothing
but what is good of him, for I have never seen or heard
uny thing but good of him for thirty years that I have
known him personslly and by reputation.

[t would hardly be expected of me to attempt to detail
the incidents of the privatelife or the public career of the
late Vice President. That duty belongs to others, by whom
it has been or will no doubt be appropriately performed.
| regret, particularly on this occasion, the unavoidable
ubsence of our colleagues from Alabama. . It is the pro-
vince of those of us not connected with him by politieal
nssocistions, especially of those inhabiting remote parts
of our common country, to express their cordial concur-
rence in the affectionate praises which have been or may
be pronounced by his fellow-citizens and neighbors.

Few of the public men of the day had been so inti-
mately associated with the Senate us the late Vice Presi-
dent. I think he had been s member of the body for
more years than apy person now belonging to it. Besides
this, a relation of & different kind had grown up between
him and the Senate. The Federal Constitution devolves
upon the people, through the medium of the Eleetoral
Colleges, the choice of the presiding officer of this body.
But whenever the Senate was called to supply the place
temporarily, for s long course of years, and till he ceased
to belong to it, it turned spontaneously to him.

He undoubtedly owed this honor to distinguished quali-
fications for the chair. He possessed, in an eminent de-
gree, that quickness of perception, that promptness of
decision, that familiarity with the now somewhat compli-
cated rules of Congressional proceedings, and that urban-
ity of manner which are required in a presiding officer.
Not claiming, although an acute and forcible debater, to
rank with his illustrious centemporaries, whom now, alas!
we can wention only to deplore—with Calhoun, with Clay,
and with Webster, (I name them alphabetically, and who
will presume to arrange them on any other principle ?)
whose unmatchied elequence 8o oftén shook the walls of
this Senate—the late Vice President possessed the rare
snd the highly important talent of controlling, with im-
partiality, the storm of debate, and moderating between
mighty spirits whose ardent conflicts at times seemed to
threaten the stability of the Republic,

In fact, sir, he was highly endowed with what Cicero
beautifully commends as the boni Senatoris prudentia, the

** wisdom of a good Senator;” and in his accurate study
and ready application of the rules of parlismentary law,
herendered a service to the conntry, not perhaps of the
most brilliant kind, but assuredly of ne secondary impor-
tance. There is nothing which so distinguishes the great
national race to which we belong than its aptitude for
government by deliberative assemblies; its willingness,
while it asserts the largest liberty of parliamentary right,
to respect what the Senator from Virginia in another
counexion has called the self-imposed restrictions of par-
liamentary order; aund I do not think it sn exaggeration
to say that there is no trait in their charncter which has
proved more conducive to the dispateh of the public busi-
ness, to the freedom of debate, to the honor of the coun-
try—I will sy even which has done more to establish
and perpetuate constitutional liberty.

The long and faithful Senatorial career of the late Vice
President received at last its approprinte reward. The
people of the United States, having often witnessed the
disposition of the Senate to place him at their head, and
the dignified and acceptable manner in which he bore
himself in that capacity, conferred upon him a twelve-
month since that office, which is shown by repeated and
recent experience to be above the second, if not actually
the first, in their gift—the office which placed him con-
stitutionally and permanently, during its continuance, in
the chair of the Senate. X
A mysterious dispensation of Providence has nipped
these crowning honors in the bud, A disease, for which
the perpetual summer and perfumed breezes of the tropics
afforded no balm, overtook him at anage when he might,
in the course of nature, have reasonably looked forward
to still many years of active service. Clothed by a spe-
cial and remarkable act of Congress, even while under a

life there can be found no instance of a mean or equivo-
caling actiun, nNone ol & departure from the sell-imposed
restraints of a refined and lofty sense of honor, and none
in which either the fear of man or the seductions of am-
bition tempted him to & deed which could destroy either
bis own self-respect or the respect of others for him. He
trod the difficult and devious paths to political preferment
long and successfully, and yet he kept his robes unsoiled
by the vile mire which so often pollutes those ways. It
is said that the story of every haman life, if rightly teld,
may convey a useful lesson to those who survive. Of all
the public men whom I have known, there are none whose
lives teach more impressively the grest moral of the
strength which public virtue gives thun that of Col. King.
His was an instance in which greatness was achieved

without the aid of those brilliant qualities whose rare as- |

semblage the world calls genius, but, by what is better
for, a sound judgment, a resolute purpose to pursue the
right, and & capacity to gather wisdom from experience.

He was no orator, snd yet from the force of character
he could wield an influence which mere oratory never
commanded. He had none of that presumptuous self-
confidence which s+ often misleads ourselves and others,
and which, though a dangerous, is still a commanding
quality ; but he knew how to inspire a people with a just
counfidence in the soundness of his judgment and the in-
tegrity of his purpose, so as to be looked to as n safe de-
positary of trust and power.

Altho gentle and kind in his intercourse with others,
he could be stern enough when the public interests or his
personal honor required it. He was s man, sir, whose
whale soul would have sickened under a sense of personal
dishonor.

It is not surprising, then, that each step in the politi-
cal career of such & man should have been crowned with
publio honors, At the age of twenty-one he was elected
to the of North Caroline, his native State,
where he served until he was made Solioitor. In that
capacity he acted until he was twenty-five years of age,
when he was sent to the House of Representatives of the
United States, where he served from 1811 to 1816, when
be resigued to go abrond as Secretary of Legation to Mr.
Pinckney, our Minister to Russis. Upon his return he
emigrated to Alabama, where he was almost immediately
sent to their Constitutionsl Convention.

And at the first session of the first Legislatare which
assembled afterwards he was sent to the Senate of the
United States from the State of Alabama, where he may
be said to have served continucusly until his election to
the Vice Presidency, with the exception of two yoars,
when he was Minister to France. Finally, he was elected
the Vice I'ru‘n{mt of ‘the United Btates by s large majo-
rity of the American people. As he nscended step by
step to this elevation, his vision seemed to grow with his
horizon, and when the cccasion came he was nlways found
equal to it; for, to the aid of a sound judgment, he
brought, as he grew older, the wisdom of a large expe-

His career may be said to have been one tri-
umphant march through life—s march in which his step
neither faltered nor stumbled in sscending to that place
which was perhaps the chief object of his aspiration. And
yet, us if to show that even the most successful of men
must sooner or later feel the emptiness of the earthly ob-
jects of our usual pursuit, that mach-prized honor was to
him the Dead Ses fruit which turns to ushes on the lips.
It came, but it camre too Inte. The breath of public ap-
plause could not revive the flame which flickered in the
lump of life. In vain did the assiduity of relatives and
[riends surround him with affectionate care. In vain did
the aspirations of & whole people ascend to Heaven for

bis recovery. The balmy influences of neither sea nor |

#ky could revive or restore him. When the public mes-
senger came to olothe him with the forms of office, his

chief earthly wish was to see his home once more, and in |

the midst of familinr scenes to die t his friends.

His desire wus gratified. Life and its busy scenes on this |

tide the grave are now closed on him forever; but its
tale yet remning to be told. Not by me, sir, or at this
time. But it will be told in the chronicles of his State

hereafter, when it may become & Iabor of love to some of |

her sons to write the story of its founders and sages. It
will be told in our own political history by whoever may
porteay the mrﬂnﬁ wud eventful soenes in which he aot-
ed o prominent and uyefyl part. It will be told, too, and
perbaps benrd, with most interest in the traditions of &
family of which he was the ornament and pride.

Mr. President, those to whom our ple have been
long mocustomed to look in times of difficulty and emer-
geney far M'I-Iﬂlﬂ] and opinion are f‘]]in‘ fast around us.
It is an soxious thing to feel their loss at s period like
this, pregoant with change, and teeming, perhaps, with
grest and strange events. The men we cannot reeall;
but et us preserve their memories;
tenchi and it will be well if,
shall follow their examples.

I offer the following resolution :

Resovived, That from respect 1o the late W

Vics President of e United Slates and President of the e

in many respects, we

let us study their

foreign jurisdiction, with the apnatitutional gualifications
to enter upon the high office to which he hud been elected,
Lie returned, not to exercise its functions, but to seek his
much-loved home, and there to die. #

Thus, sir, he has left u®to chase for a little while longer
the shadows which he has exchanged for unutterable re-
olities. He has left us, sir, prematurely for every thing
but his spotless name, sond his entrance on the well-earn-
| ed honors of his unambitious career. And we, Senators,
for all the intérohange of kindness, for all the intercourse
of private life, for all the acts of co-operation in the pub-
lic service, to which for at least four years the Senate was
looking forward in its connexion with him, have nothing
i left to offer to his friends and his memory but the una-

vailing tribute of this last mournful farewell.

I second the resolutions of the Senator from Virginia.

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, agnin has death invaded the
high places of our land, and has taken from us a citizen
distinguished by his talents, his worth, and his serviges,
and enjoying the confidence and nffection of his country-
men.  In the providence of God these visitations come to
| warn us that none are exempt from the decree thatin life
| we are in the midst of death, and that be ye also ready
| is » solemn admonition announced to us from the cradle
| to the grave by the mighty and the lowly as they sncoes-

sively fall before the great destroyer. %ho lesson is the
more impressive the higher the position and the more
eminent the character of him whose departure we may he
valled upon to mourn. And when one who occupied the
second station in our country is summoned from the du-
| ties of this life to the responsibility of that which is to
come, a8 the loss is a national one, the manifestation of
| public sympathy and the acknowledgment of the public
| grief shouid be national aiso. Our lamented friend, the
| late Vice President, has been taken from us, full of years,
indeed, and of honore, but in the midst of his usefulness,
and when he was just prepared to enter upon the high
| career to which he had been called by the American peo-
| ple. Upon this oecasion I desire to do little ‘more than
| to express those sentiments of affectionate regard with
which an sequaintance of many years had inspired me,
ileuing to others, who have this day well fulfilled the
| task, to present those features of his character and ser-
| vices which endeared lim to his countrymen in life, and
| will endear to them bis memory now that the scenes of
| life are forever closed upon him.
| His eareer was eminently useful and fortunate, and in
| the whole range of American statesmen there are few,
indeed, to whom our youth ean better, look when seeking
models of imitation and encouragement, than Wu, R. Kixa.

Firm but courteous, frank and fearless, of high honor
and ifreproschable morals, he brought s vigorous intel-
lect and varied and extensive information to the publie
councils ; and the ripe fruit of his experience, joined to
these endowments, gave conviction to his opinion and au-
thority to his example. We always heard him with at-
tention, for he elucidated every subjoct he investigated,
and brought to our discussions the stores of his knowledge
and experience with a manner as unassuming as it wos
captivating. While loving the State in which he so long
resided, and which had given him so many proofs of con-
fidence and affection, he loved also our common ocountry,
and at home snd abrosd proved himself the true patriot,
the able and fuithfal citizen. In all the relations of pri-
vate life ke was loved and honored, as well from the
amenity of his manner as from the kindness of his heart,
and io the social cirele be was the very model of the ne-
eomplished gentleman. For almost half & century he was
in the public service, and was intimately conneoted with
many of the great events which marked that loog and
stirring period ; and he proved himself equal to all the
circumstances in which he was placed, sustaining himself
with signal ability among men whose renown is written in
imperishable clnracters upon the history of our country.

But better than all this, snd above all this, he was &
sincere Christian adding auother to the long list of emi-
| nent men who have searched the Gospel of Jesus and

bave found it the will and word of God. In his last ill-
ness, when the world and the things of the world were
fust fading before him, he found hope and consolation in
the promises of the SBaviour; and, ealmly surveying the
appronch of deaths, he looked heyond ita power to the glo-
rious immortality promised to the believer. The places
that knew him will know him no more; but, though dead,
his memory is embalmed in the henrts of his countrymen,

]

and there it will live, honored and cherished, long after
all those who are now taking purt in this tribute to his
worth shall bave followed him in the journey where, for &

brief space, he has preceded us through th k wall
of the shadow of death, T T

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ean searcely hope to add any thin
of value to what has been so well said by others. ’!‘or t-i!
Inst eight months the mournful event, which is now offi-

cinlly announced to the Senate, has been known, felt,
Inmented by us all. In the monn time we have pl.:j

tlmn:#i scenes well oalculated to engross our thou ta
| and divert our attention, if not to o:.‘uun the rnshfzu

| of the first impression or mssuage the keeuness of that

sorrow which n!lod‘ overy %%-m the
lapse of time nor its results, :

and :ho;bumoar.::-urlh peli mhﬁ;

ted to greet ‘up associations an

reminiscences which impart to the oﬂnuuﬂ the
of a sudden and unexpected bereavement.
happiness it was to be sssociated with Colonel King in
pubric duty and private intercourse are alone capable of
realizing the ellnntiizf::.sl;:. His examp! l:.:llth. re-
lati of life, publ vale, ely com-
:e:«ll‘:d to our ghildran a8 worthy otm.uu. Few men
in this country have ever served the publio for so loug &

i

Y | period of time, and none with & more fervent patriotism

or unblemished reputation, For
voted his energies and talents to performance of
arduous public duties, always ] his trust
with fidelity and ability, and never failing to command
the confidence, admiration, and gratitude J an enlighten-
ed constituency., While he held, in numerous
official stations, in each of which he maintained and en-
bauced his previous reputation, yet the Senate wus the
place of his choice and the theatre of his greatest useful-
ness, Here he sustained an enviable tation during
a period of thirty years Seoatorial service, always mani.
festing his respect for the body by his courtesy and pro-
priety of deportment. Here, where his character was
best understood and his usefulness and vyirtues most
highly appreciated, his loss, as a public man and a pri-
vate friend, is most painfully felt and deeply lamented.

Mr. CLAYTON. 1 shall only pay a debt of honor to
the spirit of the dead, by offering my humble testimonial
in nddition to-what has been so appropriately and elo-
quently expressed by others. A quarter of a century has
clapsed since I beeame acquainted with Wm, R, King as a
brotker Senator on this floor. During the greater part of
thut long period I was an attentive observer of his course
88 o public man, and I cannot in justice remain silent
wheu an opportunity is offered of paying i tribute to the
memory of one who 8o honorably deserved it, 5

That man who, dying, can be said to have passed his
days without a stain upon his reputation has justly earn-
ed the honors due to a well-spent life. The Roman poet
has immortalized the sentiment— !

“ Neo vixit male, gui natus morienaque fefeilit,”

-five years he de-

from the cradle to the grave without a blot upon his
name. :

The chief part of his history is written upon the re-
cords of this Senate, in which his high character as a
legislator and statesman was firmly established. I would
avoid the common plans employed on occasions similar
to the present when speukiog of such a man. It is not
enough to say of him that he performed his duties well as
o member of the Senate. He was distinguished by the
serupulous correctness of his conduct. He was remark-
able for his quiet and unobtrusive, but active, practical
usefulness as a legislator. He was emphatically a busi-
ness member of the Senate, and, without ostentation, origi-
nated and perfected more useful measures than many who
filled the public eye by greater display and daily eommanded
the applause of a listening Senate. He neversought, with

by the exhibition of splendid powers of cratory; and, to
bis honor be it spoken, he never vexed the ear of the Se-
oate with ill-timed, tedious, or unnecessary debate. He
preferred to be checked for silence rather than to be
tasked for speech. Yet, on all occasions when a great
issue was'before the country calling for the exercise of
manly firmness, courage, and patriotism, Mr. King was
always with those who stood foremost for the safety and
the glory of the Republic.

He graced that chair of the Senate longer than any
other man that ever occupied it—not continuously, or by
virtue merely of repeated elections as our temporary
President, but often also at the request of the Presiding
Officer. I think he was thus engaged in the performance
of the duties of Presideut of the Senate during the great-
er part of the terms of five Vice Presidents; and at last
he reached the second office in the gift of the people—an
office excelled in honor only by one other in the world.
To preside over such an ussembly as the Senate of the

*| United States, and to do that as he did it, was enough

to satisfy the highest aspirations of an honorable and pa-
triotic ambition. In this elevated position he was dis-
tinguished (and I may add he never was excelled) for the
diguity of bis deportment, the impartiality of his deci-
sions, and the promptness and fidelity with which he
maintained the order and enforced the rales of this body.
I can remember no instance in which he lostsight of
what was due to his own self-respect or the rights of his
olitical opponents by the indulgence of party feelings
n the chair. Presiding as he did when party spirit raged
in torrents of fire, all just men will admit that he could
have been no common man who maintained his high cha-
racter for justice and impartiality at such a A
little man at that time would have shown his littleness
by yielding himself up as an instrument of oppression to
the minority. But he sought an honest and enduring
fame, and he obtained it without the employment of any
unworthy means or the slightest sacrifice of principle,

He ongaged no bireling press, uo mercenary lipeller to
traduce others or to trumpet his own fame. He paid
respect to the feelings of others, and rigidly e the
observance of the same respect for himself. Generous ns
he was brave, his conduet to his opponents suffering un-
der defeat was always liberal and kind; and, by his in-
fiexible truth, he won the entire confidence of men of all
parties in his own unblemished honor.

Others have spoken of his services in other places, but
I shall speak of nothing to which I was not & witness.
While Mr. King remained in the Senate there was still
one member of the body who had served with me on this
floor during the session of 1820-'80. It is melsncholy to
reflect that nearly all the rest of the Senators of that pe-
riod have closed their career on earth, and that not one
of those who survived remain here with me to-day.

The master epirits of the time were among the Sena-
tors of that day. I speak not of the living. But here,
then, were Clay, Calhoun, Forsyth, Webster, and Living-
ston, the lenrned and laborious Woodbury, the astute
Grundy, the witty, sarcastio, and ever-ready Holmes, the
classic Robbins, and, among many others justly distin-
guished, the, graceful and accomplished orator of Caroli-
un, Robert Y. Hayne, .

“Whose words had such & melting flow,
And spoke of truth so sweetly well,
They dropped like the serenest snow,
And n]Fwn brightness where they fell.”

Oh! I could enumerate and delight to dwell on the
virtues of them all; and then revert to him whose fame
Wwe now commemorate as to one not inferior in integrity
snd honor to the proudest among them. But these re-
miniscences are attended by the mournful reflection that
our connexions with them in this world are ended for-
ever—

" Around us each dissevered chain
In sparklio z ruin lies,

And earthly hands ean no'er again
Unite those broken ties.”

The resolutions were then unanimously adopted.

Mr. HUNTER. Asa further mark of respect to the
memory of the deceased, I move that the Senate do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate adjourned
to Monday.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, it was ordered
that when the House sdjourn to-day, it adjourn to meet
on Monday next. .

On motion or Mr. EASTMAN, the House then proceed-
ed to consider the bill of the House for the relief of Alex-
snder P. Field, late Becretary of Wisoonsin Territory,
and his sureties, returned from the Senate with an d
ment, when the amendment was concurred in. 8o the
bill stands passed.

NOTICES OF BLLLS. :

The States and Territories were then called for peti-
tions, during which the following notides for leave 1o in-
troduoe bills were given :

By Mr. McMULLEN : A bill to equalize the compensa-
tion of Members of Congress.

By Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana: A bill granting to the
State of Louisiana the right of way and a demation of
public land for the purpose of loeating and construoting
a railroad: from Shreveport to the Mississippi river, in
said State.

By Mr. WABHBURNE, of Illinois: A bill for the re-
lief of the purchasers of and loeators on swamp and over-
flowed lands,

By Mr. GREENWOOD : A bill donating & portion of
the public lands to aid in the construction of the Western
Border Railroad, commencing with the southwestern
boundary of the State of Missouri, thenoe in a south di-
reetion, by the way of Van Buren and Fort Smith, to the
southern boundary of the Btate of Arkansas, near the
Red river raft.

By Mr. LATHAM : A bill to refand to the State of
California the expenses incurred in suppressing Indisn

aggressions in that State,
NEWEPAPERS FORt MEMBERS.

Mr. RIDDLE submitted resolution, which, after some
conversation, was wodified and adopted, providing that
| daring thie present session each member of the ‘lﬂﬂ‘
shall receive newspapers and publieations to the smount
of the cost of five daily papers,

LIBRARIAN OF THE HOUSE.

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, said that the librarian of the

House had heretofore been nppointed by the Clerk. His

sppointment by that officer, however, had heen presty

muoch a matter of sufferance, and t this subject
he would offer the following re:olu:!o’::fnm

Resolved, That this Houso will procesd om. -y at one
o'cloek, to slect an officer 1o be .,'L?fa m“mn!hl‘ the

House of Reprosentatives, who shall have of its books
and documents, and shall discharge the same and ro-
| ceive the same pay that are now ged and reotived by

aud William R. King may be truly said to have passed’

some of his contemporaries, to earn a brilliant reputation.

yet yielded the
floor, and demanded the previous question on his propo-

, DEAN hoped the House would not sustain the de-
for the previous question, as he desired to move an
amendment to the resolution.

The puorionl question, however, was seconded : Ayes
79, noes 70.

Mr. MACDONALD moved that the resolution be laid
on the table; which motion was negatived: Yeas 04,

108,
Elu question then recurred on the adoption of the re-
solution ; but before the vote was taken—

- DEATH OF VICE PRESIDENT KING.

Am e was received from the Semate sunouncing
the prﬁnp of that body on the death of Vice Presi-
dent Kina.

Mr. HARRIB, of Alabama, then rose and, after pro-
nouncing s e um on the charncter and services of the
deceased, off the following resolutions :

ftosolved, That from an unfeigned respect to the lute
Wu. R, Kixg, Viee President of the United States snd Prosi-
dent of the Benate, the Bpeaker's chair be shrouded in black
during the o}msmt session of Congress; and, as & forther
testimony pect for the 'y of the d d, the mem-
bers and officers of this ouse will go into mourning und wear
black erape on the left arm for thirty days.

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect, this House do
now adjourn.

Mr. CHANDLER, of Pennsylvania, seconded the reso-
lutions in some :Pro riate remarks, and was followed by
Mr. LATHAM, of C Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, Mr.
ASHE, of North Onrolina, Mr. BENTON, of Missouri,
and Mr. PHILLIPS, of Alabama; all of whem bore tes-
timony to the valuuble public services and great purity of
character of the lamented statesman.

The resolutions were then unanimously adopted,

And the House adjourned.

__
1

COMMUNICATIONS.

THE TREASURY REPORT.

Megssrs. Epirons: In the report of Mr, Secretary Gura-
mx, just laid before Congress, is found the following pa-
ragraphs : '

Besides the $2,243,000 which was found at the commence-
ment of my official duties to have been advanced to agents
for the purchase of the public debt, it was ascertained
that the further sum of $475,000 was in the hands of
agents under agreements to transfer the same for the De-
partment to ditferent places of deposite, together with the
sum of $2,226,982.27 unaccounted for, and dgsigned to
pay interest, &c.

1t is proper to state that all the above sums have been
replaced in the Treasury except $100,000, for which suit
hag been instituted at Columbus, Ohio, and is still pend-

u_u‘;& pledge of stocks of various descriptions was taken for
part of the H4,044,982.27, but none had been taken for
the $100,000 1n suit in Ohio.

The above paragraphs, though it is presumed not so in-
tended, convey the impression that the large sum of
more than two millions of dollars was left by the late
Administration in the "hands of private agents of the
Treasury for paying the interest on the public debt. The
system and mode of paying the public interest was or-
ganized and adopted by Mr. Secretary WALKER imme-
diately after the passage of the Subtreasury law, and the
private agents that were to pay a portion, and ounly a
comparatively small portion of this interest, were select-
ed and appointed by him; one (Messrs. Corcoran & Riggs)
in this city, and one (J. 8. Gittings, Esq.) at Baltimore
All the other agents were official ones, being assistant
treasurers of the United States and treasurer of the mint.

Neither of Mr. Walker's successors (Messrs. Meredith
and Corwin) made sny change either in the system or
the agents, but continued, up to the close of their respec-
tive terms of office, precisely im the same course as had
been followed by Mr. Walker.

The following is the mode in which the interest was
paid under the plan adopted by Mr. W. All the public
interest is payable-semi-annually, on the 1st of January
and the 1st of July reapectively, and the books of trans-
fer are closed at the Treasury on the Ist of December
and 1st of June previously, when the schedules of the in-
terest are prepared and forwarded to the respective offi-
cial and private agents, and only a few days previous to
the time of payment the money is placed in their hands.
To those st all familiar with the subject it is notorious
that three-fourths of the semi-annual interest is drawn
by the holders of the stock in the first forty-eight hours
after it isdue, and probably nine-tenths within the month,
80 that the balance st any time remaining in the hands of
the assistant treasurers or the two private agents is very
inconsiderable.

Though nearly all the interest was thus promptly call-
ed for and paid, yet, in order to simplify the nccounts and
to afford full opportunity for all to obtain their interest
at points most convenient to them, one of the rules adopt-
od by Mr. Walker was, that any balance that might re-
main unclaimed in the kands of the agents should not be
refunded into the Treasury until after the expiration of
twelve months, when they returned their vouchers and
settled their accounts, and up to that period the whole
sum that had beea originally placed in their hands re-
mained to their debit on the books of the Treasury.

By adding together the gross amounts that had thus
been placed in the hands of the agents at previous semi-
snnual periods, the large sum stated in the report can
no doubt be obtained. Although thesccounts had not been
adjusted, and the amounts therefore remained to their
debit on the Treasury books, yet nearly the whole of it
had been' actually paid to the public creditors within &
few days after it left the Treasury, and the actual
amount remaining in the hands of those agents was less
than $120,000, vis. about $113,000 in the hands of the
agents in this city, and about $6,000 in the hands of the
one in Baltimore, both of which sums were promptly re-
funded on call into the Treasury. So promptly and so
close is the public interest paid up, that out of $1,100,000
remitted semi-anuually to the Assistant Treasurer at
New York to pay the interest due there, he seldom, on
the settlement of his dividend account, has s balance of
more than $4,000 or $5,000 to refund into the Tressury;
and the above balance in the hands of the agents in
Washington was unusually and accidentally large, in
consequence of the State of Texas having delayed pre-
senting the coupons, amounting to nearly $100,000, on
that portion of the five millions of the five per cent. stock
which had been issued to her, which she still retained.

That stocks, as collateral security, were not deposited
in the Treasury_ for the above sum of $2,226,982.27, ia
very naturally scoounted for, from the fact that the above
sum was paid in smaller amounts at intervals of six
months, and four-fifths of it paid te the public ereditors
in  few days after it was received; and it could hardly
be reasonably expected that the parties should depo-
site seourity for that amount when they had already paid
out upon account of the Government upwards of $2,100,-
000 of the sum, and never had one-fourth of the amount
in their hands at one time, and (except only a small ba-
lanee of that fourth) but for a fow days. It was different
with the amount of transfers, for all which, except the
$100,000 in Ohio alluded to by the Secretary, most am-
ple security was held by the Treasury in the shape of
available stocks ; and those transfers were either actually
due or would be so in two or threes weeks after the late
Administration went out of power, and it is presumed
were punotually paid up; or if they were not, the Treasu-
ry, by the sale of the pledged stocks, could at any time
bave ;reslized the full amount in twenty-four hours,
Ample snd available security was likewise held for the
whole sum of $1,7560,000, alluded to in the report as being
placed in the bands of a New York broker, which amount
was liquidated by the delivery of United States stock to
the amount of about $1,600,000, and the balance in oash,
For the $403,000, stated to be in the hands of a house
in this city, the stock was in course of being purchased,
and $200,000 of it had actually been delivered to the
Treasury previous to the change of Administration, and
the balance, amounting to nearly $800,000, so soon as it
could be bought up in the market with proper caution.
The whole was actuslly delivered during the month of
March, and on & final settlement of the account & balanoce
was found due to the banking house in question, which
wag paid to them by the Treasury, All the above stock,

amounting to $2,000,000, was purchased on very advan-

tugeous terms to the Treasury, and at s great saving on
the prices at which subsequent purchases could be or
were made,

1t thus sppears that out of the two heavy items men-
tioned in the above extract from the report, amounting
together to $4,460,982.27, upwards of $2,100,000 had
been sctually psid to the public ecreditors—some of it
eighteen months previously ; $2,000,000 more of it hud
already been or was subsequently settled by the delivery
of United Btates stock purchased under the original agree-
ment, ot favorable rateg; and the balance (less than
$400,000) was the only sum that was *replaced in the
Treasury.” OF the whole of that amount actually in
the hands of the parties ample and available security
was deposited with the Department, except for about
$420,000, of which $300,000 was cancelled by the deli-
very of United States stock during the month of March,
and $120,000 in cash, so soon as demanded.

The preceding explanation has been given as an aot of
Jjustice both to the late Secretary and the eminent bankers
who have acted with such uniform correotuess, fidelity, and
prompiness us the agents of the Treasury ever gince the
ensctment of the Bubtreasury law in 1846, We will only
add shat there was nothing in the system and manage-
ment of the money concerns of the Treasury, under the
lnte Whig Administration, for which there was not the
most ample precedents, und on a much more extended
scale, under their immediate Democrstic predecessors,

We ire not yet prepared to ssy whether the changes
introduced by Mr. Guthrie are an improvement on the
mode of conducting the business for the last eight
years, for it is yet to be proved by future experience
whether this will result in greater safety or in greater
economy. JUSTICE.

THE PACIFIC RAILROAD.

FOR THE NATIONAL INTELLIOENCER,

A Plan for the Construction of one or more Rail-
roads to the Pacific, by Cuas. Evver, Jr,, Civil Engineer.

Ricuyoxp, (VA.) Deosuser 1, 1853,

One may well hesitate to offer an sdditional plan for
securing the construction of & railroad to the Pacifie, to
be thrown in among the multitude of suggestions already
before the country. Bat still I feel inclined to make my
huwmble contribution, venturing to express the conviction
that if its general features are adopted it will at least
insure the rapid construction of not only one but all the
roads from the Mississippi to the Pacific that it may be
the pleasure of Congress to authorize and encourage.

To secure the prompt filling up of the subscription list
I propose that each subseriber shall receive for every
share of stock for which he may subseribe, and for which
he shall pay in cash at the time of subscribing, in addi-
tion to his stock, @ land-warrant of value equal, at the
Governmental price of land, to the value of the share.
To guard sgainst a monopoly of the land and of the stock,
I propose that the number of shares which may be taken
in any one name shall be limited. Briefly, my plan is this:

I. Congress shall charter one great Northern and one
great Southern company, with power to the first to con-
struct a railroad from the western bousdary of Missouri
to the eastern boundary of California by a northern route ;
and te the second to construct a road from the western
boundary of Arkansas to the eastern boundary of Cali-
fornia, by the Gila or best southern route.

11. Congress shall also charter a company with power
to construct & branch road from any point on the western
boundary of Iowa to any point on the northern line not
more than 500 miles west of its eastern terminus: and
‘another company with like power to construct a branch
road from any point on the western boundary of Texas to
sny peint on the southern line not more than 800 miles
west of the eastern terminus of that line.

IIL. The Northern companies shall have the right, with
the consent of the Statesof Iowa and Missouri, to extend
their roads eastwardly across the said States to the Mis-
sissippi river ; and the Southern companies shall have
like power, with the consent of the States of Arkansas
and Texas, to lay their respective lines through any por-
tion of the said States: propided that the right to extend
their roads eastwardly from the western boundaries of
the several States shall not be exercised, or exist, until
at loast 300 miles on cach main liue aud the whole
length of each branch line west of the aforesaid States
shall have been completed and brought into use.

IV. Both the Northern and Southern company shall
have the right to extend their respective roads across the
State of Californis, with the consent of the Legislature
of that State, to the shore of the Pacific.

V. Each of the companies so chartered shall have the
right to connect with any roads running from their east-
ern termini to the Mississippi river, or from their west-
ern termini to the Pacific ocean, and, with the consent of
the States under which such companies hold their chart-
ers, to contract with the said compaunies either for an en-
tire amalgamation of their respective stocks, or for such
limited union as may seem to the contracting parties best
to promote their mutual interests.

VL. The amount of aggregate capital of each of the
companies 60 to he chartered shall be subject to such
limitations as Congress may hereafter from time to time
prescribe. The value of the shares shall be $50 each.

VIL Subscription books shall be opened sirultane-
ously, on due notice, to be published by proclamation of
the President of the United States, at the capital of every
State in the Union, at the city of Washington, and gene-
rally at all the great commercial cities of the country,
and shall be kept open for a period of thirty days.

VIIL No person shall be permitted to subscribe for
more than ten shares of stock, ($500:) but heads of fa-
milies may subscribe for ten shares for and in the name
of each member of their families.

IX. For each share of stock so taken the value thereof
($50) shall be paid to the commissioners in gold or silver
ut the time of subscribing.

X. There shall be issued to each subseriber, for each
share of stock for which he shall have subscribed and
paid, a certificate in the usual form, and, together there-
with, a land-warrant for forty acres, with the right to en-
ter the eame on any of the pablio lands of the United
States which may be subject to entry.

XL After the expirntion of thirty days the books shall
be closed, and the subscribers to each road, whether few
or many, shall be an incorporated company, capable of
sueing and being sued.

XIL The several companies shall then be organized by
the appointment of one President and three Directors for
each line of road, which appointments shall be made by
:gh‘ rureddent of the Unllocr States and confirmed by the

enate,

XTII. When the capital so subscribed shall have been
exhausted in prosecuting the legitimate works of either of
the several companies, or, in the Jjudgment of the Board
of Directors, it is expedient to provide additional funds
in anticipation of its exhaustion, the said Board of Di-
rectors shall certify the fact to the President of the United
Btates, who shall thereupon issue his proclamation, di-
reoting the re-opening of the books as before by commis-
sioners to be by him appointed ; the books again to con-
tinue open for thirty days, with the same limitations of
the smounts which may be subscribed by any one person,
s before provided.

XIV. Persons who

subscribed at the first opening of
the books shall not be

prohibited from eubscribing at the
d or nny subsequent opening thereof.

XV. The tenure of office of the President of each com-
pany shall be four years, unless he be sooner removed by
the npﬁoinllng power. The tenure of the Directors shall
be such that one shall go out every year, and his succes-
sor shall sorve for four years, unless sooner removed.

The President and Direotors shall receive libernl sala-
ries, to be established by law, and paid out of the funds
of the company. They shall act as trustees of the stook-
holders, and shall represent their interests in all things
with the same authority as would under ordinary ohar-
ters be exercised by the stockholders themselves, if they
could be convened in genernl meeting.

XVI. Whenever the stockholders of either compan
shall choose to meet in general convention, and the hold-
ers of a majority of ﬂm. stock in the company shall
vote for & President and Directors other than those ap-
pointed by the President of the United States, then the |
appointees of the President shall be su ed in office |
by the persons so chosen by the stockholders. But if, at
any time thereafter, the stockholders should fail to elect
their own officers, it shall be the duty of the President of
the United States again to exercise the power originally
conferred on him, and ill the vacancies,

XVIL The President and Directors shall have power to
appoint all other officers and agents of the company, ex-
oepting the Treasurer, who shall be appoin by the
Prosident of the United States, and confirmed by the
Henate,

commence locating, and with all reasonab] dispatch
mwum.‘m ] ronds. ¥
XIX.  rond of ench of the roads shall be

XVIIL The Boards thus constituted shall forthwith ':a.

It will secure the construction of two greai roads from
the proceeds of the publio lands.
H.LP'm secure the rapid flling up of the subscription

t

It will obyiate the difficulty of deciding between s
?mm and s Southern route, by providing sbundsutly
or i

LIt will cause the distribution of the stock in the seve-
rtl. roads, with its profits, great or small, smong the peo-
ple generally.
It will a(zehdly cut off all speculation und the chances

of all speculators, ,
It will distribute property in the public lands widely,
and among the masses in small quanti

It places the control of the works under compact and
efficient ﬁdmi{hmdou e

It avoids the great abuses apprehended an y
grow out of internsl impuu;mu conducted by the
Federal Government,

This plan does not propose to give away the public
lands. It divides them among tho'm ple, for & conside-
ration to be paid by the people. The whole people are

the sdllers, and all the people may become the rnuuun.

The sale of tue lands in small quantities be a pub-
lic benefit ; and the construgtion of the ronds will
inure to the advantage of the whole country, and of all
the le in the country. i

fff"ﬂ*ma will be huallt;d by -:I;l l?l:k:' the lands,
which Northern people may $ y the ap on
of the proceeds of the sale, vﬁh will improve &E‘:Em-
merce of the North. ;

The South will receive the same benefit ns the North;
for the plan provides equally for a great Southern line.
Southern cupital and SBouthern people will have an equal
chance to purchase the land und share the stock, and will
receive equal benefit from the ugu_ditm of the fn

The Old States will be , because their

roads; und also because thoy are secared for a season
against the agrarisn policy which enw
division of the public domain without a

The New States will be benefited, because & large area
of the public lands will into the possession of
individuals, become liable to taxation, will be more speed-
ily settled and more speedily cultivated.

In short, the whole country, and every part of it, will
be benefited by the sale of the lands, and also by the ap-
plication of the funds.

In the thirty days during which the books will be
kept open many millions of dollars will be subscribed to
the stock of the several ronds and paid in, but under the
limitations proposed not enough to complete either of the
lin The plan contemplates a replenishing ofthe trea-
sury from time to time, ns the works advance, by re-
opening the books, on the application of the Directors,
and by proclamation of the President, and the recei
of pubscriptions limited, us before, to ten shares of |
to each subseriber.

1 do not know whether this plan will be popular or un-
popular, nor whether it will be deemed constitutional or
unconstitutional ; but I know that it is demoeratic and
Jjust, and certain, if adopted, to effect the result which the
country is anxions to secure—the prompt commencement
and rapid construction of not only one, but two railroads
to the Pacific. %

EE————

VARIETY.

Surgeon Toomas G. Mowsg, the senior surgeon on the
army list, who served throughout the war of 1812, died
in New York on Wednesday.

Pennel Hendricks has been convicted at Ralggh N. C.&
of passing counterfeit gold coin, and fined $2,500 an

wentenced to be impri 1 and confined to hard labor for
ten years. .

A proposition is before the South Carolina Legislature
to appropriste $80,000 to build a monurent in Columbia
in honor of Jobn C. Calhoun.

The new Odd Fellows’ Hall at McKeesport, Pa., fell
down on Tuesday, dreadfully injuring five workmen.

Hon. Tuos. Corwin has been elected President of the
Cincinnati and Cleveland short-line railroad, and Judge
McLeax one of the directors. :

James Moxtoomery, the poet, has just completed his
cighty-second year.

The Whigs of North Carolina are to hold a State Con-
vention at Raleigh on the 21st of February.

Joxas Coiokening, the famous manufacturer of pianos,
died at Doston, of apoplexy, on Thursday night.

An excitement was produced in the National Circus at
Philadelphia on Weduesday evening by an alarm of fire,
and & number of were trampled under foot as
the erowd rushed from the building: No one was se-
riously hurt,

Three men, named McMenamen, Delayhey, and Thos,
Healey, were crushed to death on Monday in an iron
mine at Conshobocken by the falling of a piece of rock
from the roof.

The duties collected at 8t. Louis upon foreign imports
are upwards of 400,000 each year.

Wreck or A Sreamer.—We learn from the Quebeo
Mercary of Saturday evening that Capt. Rodolph, late
commander of the stcamer Montreal, arrived at Quebec
on Friday evening with the intelligence that the Mon-
treal is a totul wreck. A sheet of ice struck the ill-fated
hoat with such force as to cut her in two as far dows us
the engines, and at the same time it drove the steamer
Point Levi hard ashore. The latter had been sent to the
velief of the Montreal, which was a very fine boat, cer-
tainly equal to avy on the St. Lawrence.

Avrenep Baxk Nores.—Twenty-dollar bills of the Bank
of Baltimore, of dnte of Jaouary 1, 1861, have been
altered to $100, und so skilfplly done that the unwary
may be deceived by them. The genaine %100 bill has
Tuscan figures in the left hand corners, above and below,
and nlso on the right-hand eorner. In the altered bills
the figures are plain, and only in the left-hand npper cor-
ner. In the genuine bill the vignette—which consists of
n shield with a suilor on either side—is in the centre;
while in the altered bill it is near the right-hand coruer,
There are other variations.

Sensisie.—Onpt, MeClare, while making the “ North-
west Passage,” had an interview at Point Warren with a
wildggibe of Arctic Indians, the chief of whom being asked
why he went a great distance to trade with the ui-
maux, instead of trading with the posts on ]
river, said the resson was that the white men there had
given the Indians very bad water, which killed many and
made others foolish, and that they would not have an
such water. Think of that, ye hardy men of the
Iatitude, who think **bad water”’ essential to keep out -
the cold !

A Rane Prast.—We saw on Satorday, in the green-
house of 0. F. Winchester, Esq., Court street, the most
beautiful flower that has ever come under our observation.
It is a tropical plant, called by the natives « tu
Santo,” (or Holy Ghost,) and was sent to Dr. Totten, of
this city, by his brother, Col. Totten, of the Panamn rail-

Philadelphia, last It is & most remarkable exotie.
The blossom is of a delicate waxy appearance, the interior
of which nrmntl s pure white dove, with outstretohed
wings, richly mottled.” Its delicious and long
period of remaining in blossom combine to render it s
mest desirable plant.—New Haven Register.

Linranigs ar Coxstantinopne.—There are numerous
libraries at Constantinople ; the number of volames which
they contain may be estimated at 80,000, reckoning both
M88. and printed books. The literature of Arabia, Per-
sin, and Turkey i« represented in them; and the collee-
tion includes philosophical and theologioal works, poetry,
history, books of science, snd mn jmmense number of
those treatises on conduct and macners, to which the

Turks sttach almost s much importance as the Chinese
themrelves.

Post Orrick Ronsgry.—A young man named Sels Mat-
thews has been arrested at Watertown, New York, charg-
ed with robbing the post office at that plage. Over one
hundred letters broken open were found in his trunk,
with drafts to the amount of $700. He had been em-
ployed in the offive.

Waat A Scorcasax May Beooms.—At a m
in Edinburgh last week to obtain * justics for
ﬁr A. Ansox, the historian, related the following anec-
te : ; .
‘ Gentlomen, one very curious thing cocurred to show how
Scotchmen do rise all the world over, and with this
I will conclude. Marshal Keith had the command
Austrian _army, which long combated the Turkish
the Danube, under the Grand Visier, and after a long
kloody combat the two Genersls came to a conference to-
gethor. The Grand Visier esms mounted on
mp of Kastern magnificence. The
Kelth, from the neighborhood of Turrifl, in A
st the head of the Austrian
after the conferonce the Turkish
Keith that he would like to
him in his tent, and
im. Marshal Keith

od for two tracks, at the dam-outs,
shall be Mmdhynmhm.

Y.

can purchase the land and become part owners of the™sr




